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public, and represent the state of things in such formidable
ideas, that I find myself disposed to share in their afflictions,
though I know them to be groundless and imaginary, or,
which is worse, purely affected. To offer them comfort one
by one, would be not only an endless, but a disobliging task.
Some of them, I am convinced would be less melancholy, if
there were more occasion. I shall therefore, instead of
hearkening to further complaints, employ some part of this
paper for the future, in letting such men see, that their
natural or acquired fears are ill-grounded, and their artificial
ones as ill-intended. That all our present inconveniencies,1
are the consequence of the very counsels they so much ad-
mire, which would still have increased, if those had con-
tinued : and that neither our constitution in Church or
State, could probably have been long preserved, without
such methods as have been lately taken.

The late revolutions at court, have given room to some
specious objections, which I have heard repeated by well-
meaning men, just as they had taken them up on the credit
of others, who have worse designs. They wonder the Queen
would choose to change her ministry at this juncture,2 and
thereby give uneasiness to a general who has been so long
successful abroad; and might think himself injured, if the
entire ministry were not of his own nomination. That there
were few complaints of any consequence against the late men
in power, and none at all in Parliament; which on the
contrary, passed votes in favour of the chief minister. That
if her Majesty had a mind to introduce the other party, it

1                                        "The Observator " of Nov. 8th, commenting on this statement, re-
marks : "All the inconveniences we labour under at present, are so far
from being the consequence of the counsels of the late ministry, that
they are visibly the consequence of those of the ' Examiner's * party,
who brought the nation to the brink of Popery and slavery, from which
they were delivered by the Revolution; and are pursuing the same
measures again," etc.   [T. S.]

2                                  See "Memoirs relating to that Change" (vol. v., pp. 359-90).
The Queen's action in dismissing her ministers and dissolving Parlia-
ment in September was, even to Swift himself, a matter for wonder:
"F never remember," he writes to Stella (Sept. 2Oth? 1710), "such
bold steps taken by a Court." And Tindal, commenting on the change,
says: "So sudden and so entire a change in the ministry is scarce to be
found in our history, especially where men of great abilities had served
with such zeal and success."  (''Hist, of England," iv. 192.)  [T. S.]